April 28, 2020
Dear Parents and Students,
I hope that you and your family are safe and well. It has been quite a difficult time for all of us!
This will certainly be a time that we will never forget. As states and cities are beginning to open
up, it is a good time to inform you of our plans for closing out this school year. While there are
no certainties at this time, we are doing our best to make informed decisions based on the most
recent medical science available, and advice from governmental agencies. The Administrative
Council has been meeting with me to discuss how to finish this year, especially with regards to
our seniors. Incoming Head of School Ken Cheeseman is now taking the lead on the matters
involving the opening of school in August. He will be in touch with you very soon.
Here is an update of several areas that we have been working on:
Graduation Ceremony for Seniors: We all empathize with the class of 2020 for the losses they
have endured this spring. While it is likely that an on-campus graduation ceremony will not take
place until at least mid-summer, we await the results of a poll sent to seniors and their parents
asking for their opinion on possible graduation scenarios.
Graduation Ceremony for Middle School: Mrs. Sullens is also hopeful for a mid-summer
graduation ceremony for the 8th grade. She will be in touch once that is settled.
Awards Ceremonies: Traditionally, there are many awards ceremonies in April and May.
These will be postponed until school opens next year. These include: Cum Laude Society,
National Honor Society, Upper School and Middle School Book Awards, Student Council, and
Honor Council. Seniors will receive their awards at the graduation ceremony or by mail.
Dorm and Athletic Belongings: Mr. Bloom and Mr. Dorsett have sent an email regarding the
pickup of items from Dorms or Barton Gym, beginning May 1. Please make an appointment.
We want to practice social distancing, and ask for your cooperation. The campus is still
essentially closed to students.
Academic Year: Dean of Academic Affairs Nicole Taucare sent a letter outlining the calendar
for the rest of this academic year, which included the following dates.
For Grades 6-11
May 14- last day for new work
May 15- Catch your breath
May 18-21 Grace and Challenge Week*
For Seniors
May 8- last day for new work
May 11-15 Grace and Challenge Week*

*If you are in an AP Class, you may be given assignments up until the day of your test if that
falls in the May 18-21 week.
Summer Programs: We have cancelled our Webb Overnight Camp for this summer. We are
closely following the possibility of still offering our June Day Camps. That final decision will
be made in mid-May.
These have not been easy times for any of us. I applaud the faculty and students who have
worked hard to adjust to online learning. I applaud the parents who are doing all they can to help
their students, in addition to doing their own work, often at a distance. I thank our maintenance,
custodial, and business staff who have worked on campus through the past weeks to complete
their necessary functions. The strength of Webb is in its people and the many personal
relationships that form here.
It is a quiet place right now, and the echoes of students laughing and enjoying each other’s
presence have long faded away. I miss those moments. The future will be bright once more.
Webb has endured for 150 years, and survived the pandemic of Spanish flu in 1918-1919. Webb
will survive and thrive again!
As always, if you have any questions, feel free to contact me. I will send weekly updates
regarding the close of school this year and graduation for our seniors.
Sincerely,
Ray Broadhead
Head of School

